
HOWARD COUNTY ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE ADVISORY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES  

April 19, 2017  
Howard County Health Department, 8930 Stanford Blvd, Columbia, 21045 

 
ADAAB MEMBERS/DESIGNEES:  Rick Bergin, Alicia Feliciana, Robert Ehrhardt, Joe Gagliardi, 
Kassy Hargadon-Zester, Jack Kavanagh, Bruce McDonald,  Ivan Montoya, Carol Robinson, Roe 
Rodgers-Bonaccorsy, Meghan Skaggs, Jennifer Van Blarcom, Joan Webb Scornaienchi (by 
phone). 
 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT STAFF: Dominique Hall 
 
GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE:  Tom Allen, Liam Donovan, Beth Harbinson and Stephanie Porter 
 
WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS: The meeting was called to order at 5:17 P.M. by Chair Joan 
Webb Scornaienchi via conference call. She welcomed the board and guests. Introductions 
were made.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  The April 19, 2017, Agenda was approved. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The March 15, 2017, Minutes were approved.  

HEALTH DEPARTMENT UPDATE:  Provided by Roe  

Following Governor Hogan declaring a State of Emergency in Maryland in response to the 
heroin, opioid, and fentanyl overdose crisis, local Director of Emergency Management were 
appointed by the Governor and were enlisted as local “conveners” to assist with emergency 
coordination.  The Howard County Health Department is leading the charge and convened an 
Opioid Intervention Team including key stakeholders in the jurisdiction. The team is working on 
a logic model, strategic plan, communication plan, and intervention activities.  The next 
meeting is scheduled for May 11. 
 
HOPE Act passed this legislative session.  This comprehensive behavioral health measure 
includes provisions from crisis treatment centers and hotlines to hospital discharge procedures 
and treatment in jails and prisons. It also includes Keep the Door Open Act provisions to 
properly resource our community mental health and substance use disorder providers.  For the 
5 year period from FY17 to FY21, provider rates will increase 14%, if fully funded. 
 

OVERDOSE RESPONSE PROGRAM (ORP) AND OPIOID MISUSE PREVENTION PROGRAM 

(OMPP) UPDATE:  Provided by Roe 

ORP Update:   
Howard County Health Department holds monthly ORP trainings.  The next two scheduled ORP 
trainings are May 22th at 9:00 A.M. and June 19th at 9 A.M.  

https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/oN4iZHUae4a8X78-UVxU9w


 
ORP trainings were held this month at the Howard County Health Department, Howard 
Community College and Howard County General Hospital.  
 
ORP trainings are also held at the Howard County General Hospital Wellness Center every 3rd 
Thursday of the month. Dates and times are listed on their website.  
 
ORP trainings are scheduled with several other community agencies (Howard County Public 
School System, the Department of Community Resource Services, and On Our Own) in the 
upcoming weeks. 
 
OMPP Update: 
The Overdose Fatality Team will met next on May 11 to review overdose deaths from the prior 

quarter.  The team will be reviewing all the cases per quarter in an attempt to gain a better 

trend analysis. 

The opioid prevention media campaign, “One Opioid Overdose is Too Many” was finalized and 

passed out to members.  The campaign is being shared with stakeholders, displayed on county 

buses and postal mailed to county residents. 

The Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) flyer was also finalized and is being shared 

with prescribers to inform them of the mandate to registration for use of the PDMP. 

Plans are under way to conduct a continuing medical education (CME) event for prescribers on 

best opioid prescribing practices.  Target date is prior to end of FY17. 

Plans are also in process to organize Chasing the Dragon events at libraries in the county. 

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH INTEGRATION UPDATE:  Provided by Roe 

The County Executive’s office has organized a Behavioral Health Integration Workgroup to 

decide how to administratively integrate the Bureau of Behavioral Health and the Howard 

County Mental Health Authority.  There will be four workgroups consisting of 15 voting 

members.  There have been two workgroups at this point with two more to come.  The next 

two workgroups are scheduled for April 26 at 5 pm and May 3 at 5 pm.  The meetings are open 

to the public.  

HC DRUGFREE PREVENTION/EDUCATION/OPIOID UPDATE: Provided by Joan 

Howard County Council presented HC DrugFree with a resolution declaring April as Alcohol 

Awareness Month in Howard County. 



More than 300 parents and teens attended HC DrugFree’s Senior Week: Staying Safe in Ocean 

City program. That was down from 450 last year and staff thinks the school advertising may not 

have been as good this year.  

HC DrugFree’s Not My Child…Yes, Your Child program in partnership with River Hill High School 

PTSA will be held on Tuesday, April 25 at 7 P.M. at River Hill High School.  

HC DrugFree’s medication and sharps convenient drive-thru collection will be held on Saturday, 

April 29 from 10 A.M. to 2 P.M. in the Wilde Lake Village Center parking lot.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None noted. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

Tom Allen questioned the mission, action items, and urgency of action of ADAAB.   A discussion 
followed to clarify the mission, action items, barriers to action items, and recommendation to 
be more action oriented in the future.  
 
Joan announced that Carl DeLorenzo from the County Executive’s Office is scheduled to attend 
the May ADAAB meeting.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

Next Meeting is May 17, 2017, at 5:15 P.M. at the Howard County Health Department 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 6:49 P.M. 


